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To the users of this book 


■ Aims of the book v 

This book has two aims: 

1 . To help the learner pass the N3 Level of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. 

2. To enable the learner to practice and improve his/her general listening comprehension skills irrespec- 
tive of whether an examination is involved. 


■ What listening questions will be asked in the Japanese Language Proficiency 
Test at the N3 Level? 

The Japanese Language Proficiency Test at the N3 Level is made up of three parts: ‘Language Knowledge 
(Vocabulary)’ [30 minutes], ‘Language Knowledge (Grammar) and Reading’ [70 minutes], and ‘Listening 
Comprehension’ [40 minutes]. 

There are five types of questions in the listening comprehension section of the test: 

1. Task-based comprehension 

2. Comprehension of key points 

3. Comprehension of general outline 

4. Verbal expressions 

5. Quick response 


How this book is structured 


This book is structured in the following way: 
Question Examples 
Skills Development 


I Becoming used to distinctive sounds 

II Verbal expressions skills training 

III Quick response skills training 

IV Task-based comprehension skills training 

V Key point comprehension skills training 

VI General outline comprehension skills training 


Mock Test 
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In more detail, the book aims to do the following: 

Question Examples Through an introduction to the types of questions and the ways to answer 

them, the learner comes to understand what is studied in the book. 

Skills Development I Becoming used to distinctive sounds 

Objective: The learner can hear and comprehend the distinctive fea- 
tures of spoken language. 

Practice: Distinguishing between similar sounds and listening for 

changes in sound. 

II Verbal expressions skills training 

Objective: The learner can quickly judge the appropriate utterances 
that match the situations and circumstances. 


Practice: Identifying expressions of permission and request and lis- 

tening for expressions related to offers of help. 

Hi Quick response skills training 

Objective: The learner can hear short questions and requests and 
quickly judge what is the most appropriate response. 

Practice: Listening to identify who is doing a certain action, listen- 

ing for sentences including conversational expressions, 
and comprehending the meaning of indirect expressions. 

IV Task-based comprehension skills training 

Objective: The learner can understand what should be done next. 

Practice: Listening for requests to identify what should be done 

next, and what should be done first out of a number of ac- 
tions. 

V Key point comprehension skills training 

Objective: The learner can narrow down the question asked to its key 

points. 

Practice: Listening for the key points in a discourse and considering 

the speaker’s feelings (affirmative/negative). 

VI General outline comprehension skills training 

Objective: The learner can comprehend what the speaker wants to say 
in general and what the speaker’s intention is. 

Practice: Grasping the general subject matter, considering the speak- 

er’s intention and the speaker’s feelings. 

Mock test The questions are presented in the same format as in the actual examination. The learner 
can confirm how much he/she has grasped of what has been studied in the Ability Train- 
ing section. 
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■ Transcription 

The kanji transcription used in the book for the Question Example and Skills Development sections is 
based on the Joyo Kanji list (as per the Cabinet announcement on kanji for everyday use made in Octo- 
ber 1981). However, there are exceptions where the authors have judged it best to use hiragana instead. 
Where the questions in the mock text are concerned, kanji characters that are above the old Level 2 exam- 
ination have been written in hiragana. All the kanji in the main text, as well as the accompanying booklet, 
come with hiragana readings. 


■ Study time 

It is roughly possible to study a whole section, from skill explanation to question practice, twice in one 
50-minute class. However, the study time can be adjusted to meet the level of the students, either proceed- 
ing more slowly or more quickly. For self-study learners, please study at a pace that suits your own study 
style. 

[An example of how to study with this book] 

1 . Read the explanation: Confirm the skill to be studied. When there are expressions that should be 
paid attention to, confirm the meaning. 

2. Study the example, confirming you have understood the explanation and the answer: Read the ex- 
planation of the example and confirm you understand the skill(s) required. 

3. Solve the practice questions: Solve the questions being conscious of the skill(s) required. When 
necessary, listen to the question 2 or 3 times. 

4. Confirm the answer and the contents of the script: Confirm you understand the contents. If neces- 
sary listen again. 

5. Solve questions to confirm your comprehension: Use these questions to confirm that you have firm- 
ly grasped the skills you have practiced. 


■ CD 

The time on the CD is limited, and consequently the time allowed for reading the choices and thinking 
about the reply is sometimes shorter than in the actual examination. If or when you need time to think, 
pause or stop the CD. 
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The problem is to listen carefully and pick up the requests, instructions and suggestions of a coherent conversation or spoken state- 
ment and to think what should be done. On the problem sheet, the choices are shown in written form or as illustrations. In the actual 
examination there will be an exercise before the problem is presented. 
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agreeing to the teacher’s instructions, and then asks ^ h #)(0 h Z. ?>tz It’CVH* (fr) (Is it okay to only rewrite 

the conclusion?) j, the correct answer is 1. 

In this manner, attention will be focused on the words expressing what should be done, that is, on words that denote an instruction or 
request, and on whether or not the opposite party has given its consent to the instruction or request. 
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The problem is to listen carefully and to narrow down the question asked to the key point(s) of a coherent conversation or spoken 
statement. The questions asked are about the reasons and purpose of the event and the feelings of the speaker. In the actual examina- 
tion there will be an exercise before the problem is presented. 
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Using the choices as hints for suggesting the reasons why the man cannot go to the drinking party should be considered. His r T;k 
b (part-time job)j is not the answer, as he says r V>V:> [=fpd§l& , ' ; * no problemjj. He then says r MfJ : "oX (5 L 
tl (ft) (I have been asked to look after)j (£) (my elder sister’s child)j, thjjs the correct answer is 2. The person who r A 
< (is going to a friend’s wedding party)j is his elder sister and r V>‘T> ; £>& if (always has 
the weekend off, but... this weekend is not off])j is his elder brother. 

In this manner, attention will be focused on the same words being in the choices or the words that have the same meaning as the 
choices and one should consider what the person talking about this really wants to say (answering in the affirmative or negative). 
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The problem is to listen carefully to a coherent conversation or spoken statement and to consider what the conversation or the spo- 
ken statement as a whole is saying and what the intentions of the persons speaking are. In the actual examination there will be an 
exercise before the problem is presented. 
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Since the topic that is indicated by saying r C"f§/i' L £ L «t 7 (let me introduce^ is about r f£i£A> s 0 ~j5 (some 

useful methods)j that are useful when one is L X L I; ( ■) ) (all tensed up)j, the correct answer is 2. r J§§§8f ££'<?) "it "2 
(expressing gratitude in one’s heart)j and r f^ {d — -J^£ <" -? t tJ&AfrlX^ % ( (tensing your body and then relaxing 

it) j are examples of these methods. 

In this manner, attention will be focused on what the conversation or the spoken statement as a whole is saying and what the inten- 
tions of the persons speaking are. 
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The problem is to consider the utterances that fit the situations and circumstances from the standpoint of the person concerned while 
looking at the illustration. The answers will be expressions denoting a request or asking for permission. There will be an exercise 
before the problem is presented. 
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Since the explanation of the situational context says V "0^<D Al^M < (ask the office clerk)j, the office clerk explains to the per- 
sons marked with an arrow (the person speaking) the way in which the fonn should be completed. Choice 2 fits the situation because 
it gives the way of asking for an explanation to the person asking. Choice 1 gives the way in which the person speaking asks for per- 
mission and choice 3 the way in which the person speaking makes a suggestion. 

In this manner, the fitting expression is selected on a proper understanding of the circumstance and the situation. Attention should be 
given to the expression that explains whose action it is and the fixed expression used in the given circumstance. 
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This problem is to think about the most suitable way of answering immediately after hearing a short sentence which may be a ques- 
tion, report, or greeting. In the actual examination there will be an exercise before the problem is presented. 
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(1) The first sentence is an expression used to ask for permission to sit down. So 3 is the reply best suited to the first sentence. 

(2) Because the reason is asked by using a colloquial expression r & /vTj, 2 is the answer best suited to the first sentence. 

In this manner, attention is drawn to whose action the expression points to and to the colloquial expression or polite language. 
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Be sure to listen carefully for misunderstood sounds expressed by raised r " j and small ’o j and ^ fy / X j and r A/j and the 
long sounds in r x_V> d ' - / / — h j. 
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Differences in meaning are made easier to understand when listening by using accents and intonation as a clue. 
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It may be hard to understand what the speaker is saying if counter suffixes, such as ^o’clock and ~ minute(s), or expressions like r 4 . 
5 0 (4 or 5 days)j are used. Pay attention to accent and intonation to help you correctly understand what is being said. 
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When talking with close friends certain sounds may be omitted or sounds different from written language may be used. 
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In some cases whether or not there is agreement with what the interlocutor says is indicated by intonation. 
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The problem is to listen to the explanation of the situational context and to the question while looking at a picture and then to listen 
to the three choices and select the one you think is best as an utterance of the person marked with an arrow. 
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The point here is to listen to the explanation of the situational context and to comprehend the circumstances and situations of the ut- 
terance. It is important to consider what the situation is in which the speaker (person marked with an arrow) and the listener are act- 


(ts*r-o 


UJ:-5Si9-ti'Od6l''>-SrA^ to-V' 


ate at 

[Ml* A 


, , ttft at toft 

, to£ 9ft*tft. ft lift at oAXA 

«< AftT2>] 


tfcfts c tftb*' ft # at ft 

satcifi**«L*c'{>6tiS'r* (iw < aa*#i*) 

3<-KA/ * t at . *fc 

ftfefcffX©|Hiav»**VCt2Lv»t*-r. (M< AftTt-T) 


Ct«i*ttto»ii\ftS, 9 


ft* 3^ ilfttA ft£v> 0 


it* a-t 

(1) ( Ml* A 


»- w'i- ^ «ra i_/ 

MM ) ** 8 *. 5 


tt* V-t 

(2) ( fgfA 


to A* 

) ftffi -9 


«* at 

(3) ( fg-TA 


t4D -a-# at t 


f*fc at 

(4) ( fgtA 


&-tt at -y-totov' 

js®a )a*g m-rz 


«* at 

(5) ( ggt* A 


t w ? at t 

)ft'jf5 


«* at 

(6) ( fg-TA 


£ft at t to ft* 

3£<<£>A ) ^ 


lift at 

(7) ( fg1*A 


t utftft at ue> 

0*tg<7>A 


n r »e«Sj (Dx^)b^^ 




<fc S>V> teO t> # t> 

fF =£ Pwl g » 




S x & to y±o(f/v 

tfpj^ttsEwwi 


»o t> 
T 



•ex*< L 


QtitfA, 


tf& 0-b 0*5t ik, S V-t Ukitt'A, r>'i : > t' 

1ST AAT 5 t < AA'TS i t ©^ijlAlcffii 


LST 0 




lf& V-t UiSio 2 V-t UkiSli 0 ri»V' £i 

ei-A^f sjRta^H < 


znt 


* !£-? t> x.5 •(' If M' 

^f&iS^SU^To o it.) 


The point here is to focus attention on whether the expression given in the choices of the utterances is the expression made by the 
speaker or the expression made by the listener. The selection of the utterance best suited to the situation is made after it has first been 
understood from the explanation of the situational context whether the situation is one brought about by the speaker or one brought 
about by the listener. (In some instances it is not stated in the explanation of the situational context which party has brought about 
the situation by his action.) 
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The following expressions are used in situations in which some problem is made known to the listener or in which help is offered by 
the speaker. 
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After you have listened to the short sentences consisting of questions, report statements, requests or greetings, you should think im 
mediately of the way of answering them in a suitable’ manner. 
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1 . Pay attention to the expression that indicates who performs the action. 

2. Pay attention to expressions that indicate honorifics. 

3. Pay attention to expressions that are used in colloquial language and expressions for greeting. 

4. Pay attention to ways of answering in an indirect manner. 
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In conversation using honorifics you should pay attention to the meaning of honorifics and to who performs the action. 
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Be careful as the following interrogative words may be used in polite conversation. 
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In the case of expressions denoting invitation or offering, you should consider who performs the action according to the context. 
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In conversation you need to be careful because the expressions used may be different from written language and may contain abbre 
viations, for example. 
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Be sure to note that in some phrases such as greetings the form of the answer to the phrase spoken first is more or less a standard 
phrase. 
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Sometimes questions and invitations may be answered in an indirect manner by giving a vague reply. You should focus attention on 
how the phrase given in answer relates to the content of the phrase spoken first. 
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1. The comment 1 ( Cl CO^-ht) ® Q % 9 tz ([this book] seems to be interesting)j can be interpreted to mean that because it looks 
interesting “I’ll read it” - and so it can be a reply to the question “Will you read this book?”. 

2. The comment r ( d CD A liut) L V > ([this book contains a lot of Chinese characters (kanji) and] the many . 

kanjis make the reading difficult)j can be interpreted to mean “I won’t read it - and so it can be a reply to the question “Will you 1 
read this book?”. j 

3. The comment r 1 JifliC 2, 3 A/ ”CV^ Z> (I read two or three books a week)j does not refer to [ d CD A (this [specific] . 

book) j but refers to her reading habit, and so it cannot be a reply to the question “Will you read this book?”. i 

In this manner, even phrases that do not directly say (yes)j or r V>V*x. (no)j can become true statements in reply. i 
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You should also be mindful of the fact that r V * V > X (all right) j can be used both in affirmative and negative answers. 
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In example 1 , the last sound (syllable) of the answer is pronounced with a rising intonation. This makes the reply an affirmative one, 
meaning r =HS *5 (Yes, I’ll help [you].)j. 

In example 2, the last sound (syllable) of the answer is pronounced with a falling intonation. This makes the reply a negative one, 
meaning < T&VM/^I don’t have to put on a coat.)j . 
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The problem is to listen carefully and pick up the requests, instructions and suggestions of a coherent conversation or spoken state- 
ment and to comprehend what should be done next. On the problem sheet, the choices are shown in written form or as illustrations. 
While looking at these, listen to what is being said. 
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1 . Listen for what has to be done. 

2. Consider whether or not the instruction or suggestion is assented to. 

3. When there are many things that should be done, consider which takes precedence among them. 
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(->23, 27, ft£>. 
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Be mindful of the fact that when there are expressions indicating a request or instruction, suggestion or offer in someone’s utterance 
(see pages 23, 27 and 33), they may imply that some action should be done. 



^ ipV'' L/ l/_ 

. $cfg • Ih/Jn • Request/Instruction 

b% fe-5 frit 

05 V > ftft » E/tfr £ ■& A/ri LIRft 

~T/~T < teft® 6 .X .5 ? 

•O'* A- 

* $1^ • Suggestion 

S* Tl'W 

* ifV^ * $1^ • Invitation/Suggestion 

L i: 9 

i>- } x- 

* ^ L tfj : Offer &*$ if 

~ £ t «t i fr/^x io £ n t*/~~ t.'fX 
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-b® i 7 5«aT»A“CV>ixtf1-5^g e i. 


i*3 ^ MWA, eft 

H*L*v>«iT»A 


Totin' Lft < t (eft O' si" o 


When you reply by using an expression that signifies consent to something then you should do this something. When you reply with 
an expression signifying that you do not consent then you need not do it. 
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# t X 

ttc. KT®S?Si^ T5^f r ifcWtJDJS^a^-eT. rtie.fi, TSAfcit; 

U .£// TV ■»«&*/ V' st/v V' o*» SV> X v> 

ov^-tS^e.||^Lfc DT£ t ffcbffiv^-r. SA, ftl#©w^tcr ,! 

£*•5 lo 

fcraj#T5/L*v>fc f e&®v»i;To 

Moreover, the expressions below are going to be hints to identify the actions that should be done. These expressions can be use 
both when you yourself suggest something and state an opinion and also when you assent/do not assent to what the other person hf 
said. 

tiHii eMHMi eM^,, &*svm z . 
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^ B*? j: 
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•& < t’bv^ 


9 ~T& 3/& 9 ~TV> 5/ (BfB/3 -9 f ) ~A 



^fS&M^T < t£^\\ ^©AfirtL^e. i'5 LST^„ 

(1) ( Ijs • Sif*v« ) 
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if* Vi (2M-f 

r liAA'fe (< )j >1 

*<-rfeViViiW-3'rvii-f () 

rt'X Mb W5t ih, Mb V-b £5 Vi 

( 2 ) r }i§ * Vi b j a c tifrz t 5 ^ t d t zmtmmx\ kx> ah % tuc inm l t v i s i\ 

( 1 ) Although the woman offers help saying HiSA/Tfe ( < ) ([Shall I] carry it for you)j, the man says r -^ flit j; (that’s OK)j, 

meaning “I can do without (your help)”. 

(2) The phrase r iE£ & t (you must return [it])j is an expression indicating something the woman has to do soon and she agrees 
to do it. 
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feMs tfi. 
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• An* Vi 

) 

(2) ( 

*6 
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(3) ( 

A'ft -3 

• >f#it*Vi 
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(4) ( MH-fS 

nx$< 

• ®^L*Vi 
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) 


1 ( 41 ) 



&-> itA. ^ -otp 

T 5 ^ t A 1 £ S t t, r ~A,C 4 >&^ ? j £ iAS& f) ST„ 

fct> t' * lUSt/A/ U .&% Xh'ib/u k** 1 ) V' M' 

rWi^cLI^j iv^M*-ei-o £©5SSt&, gib^ifS^&jtST?. t #4\ ffl 

X ia i'5 l<' i'5 l* -1 OA' .£A, 13 

t i-ISMT 5/H*L&V' t tcfi^it. 0 <7M y b4--'>3 vie 

To 

The phrase (doesn’t it?)j is used for stating an opinion, meaning “I believe so”. This expression can be used both 

when you yourself suggest something and state an opinion and also when you assent/do not assent to what the other person has said. 
Be sure to pay attention to the intonation at the end of the phrase. 

bm, ssxtar, mit&R#. 
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SW U-i fc'fc l-' SiC £*5 V> 

(1) £;©Att r L& < T&v^j t®o M©AicH*LTV^-arA / 0 

( 2 ) ^<^A^ 7 L/cf 5 ^VV>j ^W^T N SOA^InlMLTV^'fo 


1 . The woman says she believes r L & ( "C ^ V ^ V ^ (it’s not necessary to be done.) j and this means that she does not agree with the man. 

2. The woman says she believes r % ^ LtzlZ.7 1 V * (it’s better to do that.)j and this means that she agrees. 

(1) £±MT “ L * < T fc 


7.^'jy h 

SiC *. *< 

( 1 ) jg = ZL i 

SM 

ic ■ Vk<X 
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TV'&A, Sic Vk k‘o v^ t L* m Vk 

t r H®i7 — Kj fctejccoAfl* 

S*^ t.* CH fcfc ^ 

V>£-£A, 0 r i^tt^^-;Ufcfc’^7'c-57'cj©'r\ r llUj fc-f 2> r fe 

■fc-f V^_ 

t> fin — t— k loTV^t. 

The man does not agree with the woman’s suggestion of (money) j. The woman does not agree with the r Hj#^7 — p (book 

token)j. Because he had said that )\ 'h *3 fz (last year it was a towel and tea)j she did at first say let’s have the 

r |siC (same)j also this year but changed her mind saying r &^r Jt 0 {£3 — b — (coffee would be better than tea)j. 
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A: ■?— Aa < frfr&tj; < to &, 
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* : 5 “Aa 4\ &Al/*&£ DA. fts^vs-eu i 5 ? 
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3 IJSMilgn y 7° 
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4 ^7 x tf 

(5) ^37^ 
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£A/ 

3 800 R 
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4 900 R 
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\ih *>>>1 Ir' 

si^aiKLii“ 0 

When you hear the question “What will you do first?” , pay attention to the expressions indicating “doing first” and “order of doing”. 


lt>i 'USAj $>bb o±5 


Ekfflfc'T %> Z -t * Doingfirst 

ttvmmc/tevtbic 
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3# V>*/ 
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Si 

fttt ‘ Doing later 
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1~ Ufi# X— >Y : Order of doing 
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* A** *& U5i>A/ b 0*5 C»& tf fc 

t r lSn n nJ r g»J 


After she has said that she r f|Tff 0 X # £ 1" (will go later to borrow)j r v-f ? (the microphones) j and that she r 4^P 0 £ 1~ 
(will now do)j r ^SIL (the aligning of the name cards)j > she will align them immediately after this. She is finishing the preparations 
for the placement of the r jgi5ci (products) j and r ig5jS(- (materials)j . 
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1 ay 
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1 ttX*W.t 
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D©£>5l££Mv>-t, aj**:©ilS s gl3t/ J ?>IgLT©5i,K : t>&i\ tt C ^fcgPntSC 

-CtW § tiiz^vYjk |fet lb t1r 0 

*£'*■ < b tttl # £*. J: b A>/b 

S8S^i®J03ftTv>T, SSH<luJcKtfWpM^$»?)S1-o 


The problem is to listen to a coherent conversation or spoken statement and to catch the points indicated at the beginning in the 
question text, the reason for and the purpose of the event and the feelings of the speakers. 

The choices are printed and before listening to the conversation there will be time for reading them. 
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< A , Ci « X- JSJSA, t< t»5 l' * 
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„ ££ CS'OyCS DTK# 

2 SA5XT?fv»ftvsci ms 

OV> ti*«5 I' 

3 maiimizmmtz 


1. Listen carefully particularly for the part where a word that is the same as in the choices is used. 

2. Consider what the speaker wants to say in reply (affirmative or negative). 

3. Pay attention to additional information. 
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■ex*< b i. B41 # B&b **» -ex*< b fc'fr ct i# fc'fr *•■» * ct 

SIRK^t IgO^tcSIlRKtlHlUW^ S ftHPIU**©! 

ti -e a ax t < w V' t i 

^wgis^sittaact-cKts^D St. 

After you have carefully read through the choices you will hear the conversation. When the words that are the same as those in the 
choices or words that have the same meaning as them appear in the conversation, be sure to listen with particular attention to catch 
these parts. 


til fclvfc-o I ,'ti{±X t><X2 *K til § LOfcA £§ or 0*5 

WX <>»5 ^ 

ISicfeffiKL^o 

When you are asked in the questions what is most important ( r — #CD i=l (the first-of-all reason. ..)j (What is 

most...)j focus attention also on the following expressions. 

, jn“-#oswtt^(± 5 gw*-r. fuj^rnt 


: First, the most ^ 

til b< SV'Cd 

th^>§ • Comparing 


®mhi 
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, , „ , H etc xf u<Uc 
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-\-v £ tr' L*>"5 t/"3<fc-5 £>• i373> 


C9 <fc *9 r» 


Cl If .£' -«A/ t,-. # 

w»«g|5^ic?i*f 5 t,M< 4t)St, 


The question is (A*) (when wiil you return the book?)j. Wlien you listen attentively to the words in the choices you 

will find that r 4bS<7)^PiB (Friday this week) j is wrong because she says r ff lt& < (/c) (it has become impossible for me 

to go)j. After this, she says that will it be r *5 L & 1 (convenient to visit you?)j r (in the evening)j on 

B (Thursday this week)j, and so this is the correct answer. 58 B (Monday next week)j will be r #2 B Tfc 

(no seminar because it falls on a holiday) j and r f?5fc5I<?>£ I® B (Monday the day after next)j will be r if t' 5 (too late)j 
are both wrong. 

In this manner listening attentively to the parts that contain words from in the choices make it easy to catch the points you should 
listen to. 
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OiST AltgftoM M%*\±-o% 0 ifeifeO £-f o ^AS^'CWVW 

CSTIotg O TV'TiS M/Ji -c or **<U5 

Sometimes speakers may not tell their feeling in clear expressions. We have learned the following as a clue for thinking about what 
we want to say (either affirmative or negative). 

£*? &' U® DiotiW 


Expressions indicating whether to agree or not 
fr/v&'OXZ cfe 

• WgcWi&gx.# (36^-'^) 

Indirect way of answering (0]f^ ^ 
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-e«> Lt-r. 


Be even more attentive towards the following expressions here. 
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(Situation different from reality) 
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-q/iv UoSV' Ui5?io , Ji2jjw5L > •>. r ls j- _j, i <■> -. i_iP\ •. 

(2) r~\i l ^ jSttot , 

m She relates her being rflfc#) &A,£ D _t=FU *>&V> (not very good at [singing])j by using r d>$> (because)j to indicate the 
reason why. This means /c < ft V> (because of it I don’t want to go) j. In this manner it often happens that when the 

answer is disappointing to the other person one does not give a precise answer and only states the reason. 

(9) She uses If b* (if ~ but )j to indicate a situation that is different from reality; it means because I am full I don t 

want to eat. 
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Listen attentively to the parts in which the things given in the choices appear and consider whether statements are in the affirmative 
or negative. Although the speaker says that (clothes)j and rflfc (shoes)j are r V>Wfa (good)j in a positive tone, he also 

says, •’ffcfi'tM (It is difficult to find suitable size shoes)j in a negative tone. Therefore, UK (clothes) j is the 

only correct answer. 
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It does happen that people will give a different opinion after they have once agreed with what the other person has said or add in- 
formation in the middle of the conversation. Listen through to the end of the conversation while focusing attention on the following 
expressions that are used on such occasions and select the appropriate answer. 
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Raising opposition or stating important information after having admitted the opinion of the other person 
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Haymg S 3 id (useful)j for r ft^ (work)j, the woman goes on to admit it would (certainly)j be r{££ § <" 

6 annii V*l> (fine if one progressed as far as to be able to use it)j, but thereupon she notes r#{;g^ (it’s only a hobby) i 
and so choice 1 is wrong. Choice 2 is also wrong because she remarks that she is (a poor air traveler)j. ( the 

friends) j mentioned in choice 3 do not yet exist because she admits she has no chance by saying r j- -y T $> $>tli£ V>V>AyT* 
T V7 t (it would be nice if there were a chance but. ..) [=ft>^ j&* J& V > no chance] j . 
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Listen to a coherent conversation or spoken statement and try to understand what the speaker wants to say as a whole and what his/ 
her intentions are. There will be no questions before listening to the conversation or spoken statement. 
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1 . Catch the subject and try to understand what the speaker wants to say on the whole. 

2. Listen while thinking of the intentions of the speaker taking the preliminary expressions as a clue. 

3. Get used to the pattern of speaking when stating opinions and making assertions. 
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II is qu‘ te normal practice to make the subject known first at the beginning of a talk. Focus attention on the expressions below to get 
a good grasp of the subject first. And then listen to the talk while anticipating the contents and consider the counts as a w7o7e 
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First she says r i £f v tNB It (one can make soap by oneself)j. This is what she wants to talk about from this moment 

onwards. On this topic she says r *) If* 2> # #*3# K. T V > 3 (there are more and more people making their own soap)j and then 
continues to note that r 31l[il£r|j{ll'*"t#"<5 i (when one inquires after the reasons) j it can be seen r $? f ? & X 1 let”# (that you 
can make it the way you like)j and i S C7)£*l> V> (that you can choose the materials yourself)j. Therefore, what 

she wants to say in her talk as a whole is to give the reason for making soap by oneself. 
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Preliminary expressions are often used before one asks or apologizes for something. These expressions provide a clue for consider- 
ing the speaker s intentions. 
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After stating her intention for coming and saying r io®V^ s $) § (I have a favor to ask of you)j she declares the issue that brought 
her to her friend’s house r £ G 9 / — b N 0^0[i|P$ AACfs 0 fz Astz St <Z (It’s the notebook, I borrowed it from Ms. Yamaguchi 
yesterday, but...)j. From these two utterances, you can tell that r M L h V^T < (can you return it for me)j is going to 

be her specific intention, so the choice r / — h \C^iz (I have come to put the notebook into your keeping) j is applicable. 
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It is quite common for people stating their own opinions and making their own assertions to say what is generally said and to talk by 
comparing with things that have been around until now. Try to catch their opinions and assertions by taking their pattern of speech 
as a clue. 
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